Chesterfield County Democratic Committee
Membership Meeting Minutes
April 8, 2019
1.

Call to Order
The April meeting of CCDC was called to order at 7:05, Chair, Sara Gaborik presiding.

2.

Approval of Minutes
Minutes from the March meeting were not available due to a death in the family of Secretary Marni Pilafian. They will
be submitted for approval next month. Minutes for tonight’s meeting are being prepared by Lynette Clements.

3.

Young Democrats
Laura Thompson reported on Chesterfield’s Young Democrats, who are now 50 members strong and growing. Eight
members of Monacan High School and nine members of Chesterfield Young Democrats recently attended the Young
Democrats of Virginia Convention in Norfolk. Congratulations to the following members who won statewide
leadership positions:






Peter Whelan Executive Teen Caucus Chair
Evie Florek Vice Chair of the City County Caucus
Jory Woods Executive Central Region Chair
Maeve Central Region Vice-chair
Matt Merrill Vice-chair of Labor Caucus

Chesterfield Young Democrats also won the Virginia Young Democrats Up and Coming Club of the Year Award.
4.

Treasurer report
In the absence of the Treasurer, the Chair reported the checking account had a starting balance of $ 23,005.18 and an
ending balance of $ 22,415.34.

5.

Fundraising Report
 Chesterfield Champs on June 1, McEachin is honoree. At WCVE with extra space.
 Pizza and Politics at Caesar’s in Rivers Bend on April 24. Invites out soon.
 Motion for $250 to purchase PA system. So moved. Unanimously approved.

6.

Calendar of Events
The chair referred members to the Calendar of Events published on the back of the printed agenda.



7.

April 17 Candidate Forum at the Meadowdale Library will be moderated by Michael Jackson, Candidate
for Treasurer of Chesterfield County.
May 13 Candidate Forum at the North Courthouse Library will be moderated by Scott Miles, Chesterfield
Commonwealth’s Attorney.

Membership Report
The 3rd Vice Chair of Membership is just beginning her with the duties of the position, but tonight was taking minutes
for this meeting.



The chair called for and was granted approval on the acceptance of new members.
Concerns about members not being aware of current status were raised. Plans are to correct this situation
by the next meeting.

8.

Candidate Statements
The following candidates for state office spoke to the committee:






Larry Barnett, Candidate for the 27th District, House of Representatives
Sheila Bynum-Coleman, Candidate for the 66h District, House of Representatives
Lindsey Dougherty, Candidate for the 62nd District, House of Representatives
Tavorise Marks, Candidate for the 62nd District, House of Representatives
Delegate Dawn Adams seeking re-election in the Virginia 68th District, House of Representatives.

The Chair noted that Delegate Delores McQuinn, 70th Va. House District and Delegate Lashrecse Aird, 63rd Va. House
District are not present tonight due to schedule conflicts.
Thanks were given to the Nomination Committee: Elizabeth Hardin, Vo Carpenter, Rebekah Kusterbeck.
Turning to local contests, the Chair announced that the party now has candidates for each office in each district (except
for the office of Sheriff). Not all the names of those running have been released and instead the Committee is waiting
to have candidates announce on their own schedule.
Before introducing the local candidates, the Chair announced that Supervisor Jim Holland was not present due to a
conflict and asked members to please understand that he teaches a class during the scheduled meeting time.
The following candidates for Chesterfield County offices spoke to the committee:




9.

Debra Gardner – Board of Supervisors, Clover Hill
Murti Khan – Board of Supervisors, Bermuda
Marty Mooradian – Board of Supervisors, Midlothian
Javaid Siddiqi – Board of Supervisors, Midlothian.

Open Floor/Announcements
 Will Rogers stated he is Phone Bank coordinator and is looking for volunteers to help.
 Bill Brown announced that Michael Jackson has announced that he is a candidate for Treasurer in Chesterfield.
A formal announcement is planned for later this month.
 Sheila Bynum-Coleman raised a question about a candidate’s commitment to the Democratic party. The chair
replied with a reminder that the candidate forums were scheduled for the purpose of providing opportunity to
question the candidates on a range of topics. The committee is currently working on a way to have questions
submitted in advance.
 Commissioner of Revenue Jenefer Hughes reminded the committee that she will be launching her re-election
campaign in mid-May and is recruiting donors and volunteers. She also explained that she manages a nonpartisan office, but offered her office as a resource to learn about tax policy and its impacts on county policy.
 Katie Sponsler announced that she is serving as campaign manager for Arika Phillips, School Board Candidate
for Clover Hill. The committee was reminded that details of nomination process for School Board will involve a
full committee vote.
 Ghazala Hashmi, Candidate for State Senate, 10th District spoke on her campaign.
 Amanda Pohl, Candidate for State Senate, 11th District announced that she would be holding a launch in the
next couple of weeks.

10. Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted April 18, 2019
Lynette Clements
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